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FARM  "rAR  NEWS  *  NO.  .7fT 

HOG  PRICE  SUPPORT  EX  TENDED  TO  330-P0LTNDERS„_Jl,U^ 

To  protect  hog  growers  who  are  unable  to  market  at  present  and  are  forced  to 
feed  above  300  pounds,  the  WFA  has  made  a  temporary  emergency  extension  of  the  price 
support  program  to  include  Good  and  Choice  butcher  hogs  weighing  300  to  330  pounds. 

The  second  extension  of  the  support  program  became  effective  on  January  27.  To 
help  prevent  market  gluts,  the  price  support  limit  was  temporarily  raised  to  300 
pounds  on  December  23  from  the  originally  announced  range  of  200  tc  270  pounds. 

The  move  should  encourage  more  orderly  marketing  and  help  relieve  market  con- 
gestion.   It  iv  not  intended  as  an  inducement  to  feed  hogs  to  heavier  weights  and  is  • 
a  purely  emergency  measure  that  will  be  canceled  when  the  emergency  has  passed. 
Growers  are  urged  to  keep  hogs  weighing  loss  than  200  pounds  off  the  market  until 
the  market  congestion  is  relieved. 

IIORE  VBAPONS  FOR  THE  PARI.  FRONT 

Harvesting  problems  on  some  of  the  Nation's  farms  will  be  eased  in  1944  through" 
a  supplemental  harvesting  machinery  program  which  has  received  final  authorization 
and  for  which  materials  have  been  alloted  to  manufacturers  who  indicated  their  abili- 
ty to  produce  the  items  in  time  for  seasonal  use. 

Items  in  the  supplemental  program  are  combines,  windrowers,  grain  binders,  corn 
pickers,  ensilage  harvesters,  potato  diggers,  potato  pickers,  bean  cutters  and' pul- 
lers, side  delivery  rakes,  combination  stackers  and  loaders,  pickup  hay  balers, 
stationary  hay  balei"*   ~  potajp  sorters  and  graders,  grain  blowers  and  forage  blowers. 
The  number  of  these  it     -  a\         :  •  3  for  production  under  the  supplemental  program 
range  from  10,300  side  ?50  ":ean  cutters  and  pullers. 

All  of  these  items  included  uncU  i    bhc  fa i-zaTSuC^ inery  rationing  program  be- 

cause production  is  not  f- ifficient  to  provide  a  new  maci      /    "    e\'    /—farmer  who 
would  like  to  buy  one.     The  supplemental  program  will  me  .     i  &ever that  county 
farm  machinery  rationing  committees . will  Save  a  few  more  ./.chines  with  which  to  meet 
county  demands  which  in  most  instances  be  considerably  in  excess  of  the  number 

available  for  the  county. I 

BABY  CHI',  :     JT1UT  DOWN 

Commercial  hatcheries  reported  output  of  baby  chicks  in  December  considerably 
below  December  of  last  year..     less  favorab?e  feeding  ratios  and  difficulties  en- 
countered in  obtaining  feed  in  deficit  areas  were  listed  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics  as  the  factors  causing  the  decline. 

National  poultry  goals  for  1944  call  for  a  Z%  reduction  in  turkeys,  a  15%  re- 
duction in  commercial  broilers  and  a  4%  reduction  in  farm-flock  poultry  through 
proper  culling. 

The  output  of  baby  chicks  in  December  was  estimated  at  21,596,000  compared  with 
29,276,000  during  December  1942  —  a  decrease  of  26  percent.  Co.mmercial'hatcheries 
set  an  all-time  record  in  production  of  baby  chicks  in  1943  at  1,427,445,000  com- 
pared with  1,199,988,000  during  1942. 
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GRAIN  FRO!!  CANADA 

Transportation  difficulties  appear  likely  to  linit*  grain  supplies  that  the 
United' States  will  get  from  Canada  in  1944  to  about  175,000,000  bushels.     Of  this 
amount,  from  25  to  30  million  bushels  are  expected  to  move  by  water  down  the  'Vest 
Coast,  75  to  100  million  across  the  Great  Lakes,  and  the  remainder  by  rail. 

JONES  MOVES  TO  IMPROVE  VTFA  OPERATIONS 

Changes  in  designations  of  some  organizations  within  the  War  Food  Administra- 
tion and  assignments  of  responsibilities  in  several  fields  of  operations  have  been 
Dade  by  'TEA  Administrator  Marvin  Jones  to  provide  more  efficient  and  faster  service 
to  farmers  and  others. 

The  WFA  Administrator  pointed  out  that,  while  no  fundamental  change  in  organi- 
zation is  involved,  a  speeding  up  of  VTA  operations  should  result  through  more  clear- 
ly defining  administrative  responsibilities  and  procedures  and  eliminating  duplica- 
tion .- 

Und.cr  the  changes,  the  former  Food  Production  and  Food  Distribution  administra- 
tions became  the  Office  of  Production  and  the  Office  of  Distribution,  and  an  Office 
of  Price  was  added  to  the  War  Food  Administration  to  handle  matters  relating  to  food 
prices  for  which  "TA  is  responsible.     The  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency,  the  Farm 
Security  Administration,  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  were  made  independent 
agencies  in  the  I7FA  and  will  report  directly  to  the  Administrator. 

5*|'  FAR!  I  Li  ILK  COOLERS  ON  RATION  LIST 

Refrigeration  units  for  immersion  and  tubular  type  farm  milk  coolers  are  now 
being  rationed  by  County  Farm  Rationing  Committees.     Ihey  were  formerly  obtained  by 
filing  applications  with  the  War  Production  Board. 

Under  the  new  procedure,  a  farmer  will  apply  to  his  local  farm  rationing  com- 
mittee for  a  purchase  certificate.     If  his  application  is  approved,  he  will  present 
the  certificate  to  a  supplier  and  take  dclivery: Of  the  unit.     The  rationing,  regula- 
tions do  not  apply  to  cabinets  in  which  units  are  installed  or  to  repair  parts,  nor 
do  they  cover  the  rationing  of  units  for  non-agricultural  uses. 

SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  GIVES  REASONS 

Record  food  production  in  1943,  for  the  seventh  year  in  succession,  resulted 
primarily  because  farm  people  applied  their  skill,  resourcefulness,  and  energy  to  ' 
the  job  as  never  before,  and  secondly  because  they  tackled  it  cooperatively  on  plans 
worked  out  farm  by  farm  with  Federal  and  State  help  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other,  U.  S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  -Claude  R.  vVickard  points  out  in  his  an- 
nual report.  / 

•     RACC  LQA>?S  IN  1944 

Loans  made' by  the  Regional  agricultural  Credit  Corporation  in  1944  will  be  full 
liability  loans,  and  will  not  be  made  in  County  V.'a r  Board  Offices.    '.Jar  Boards  will 
be  asked  to  designate  areas  where  such  loans  will  be  needed  and  may  be  asked  to 
furnish  information  regarding  production  possibilities  of  producer  applicants.  County, 
far  Boards  will  make  necessary  forms  available  to  applicants  requiring  them  in  the 
designated  loan  areas 

MAKE  THE  PA TTSRN  FIT  THE  CLOTH 

"Make  our  livestock  pattern  fit  our  feed  cloth,"  War  Food  Administrator  Jones 
urges  the  Nation's  livestock  producers. 


His  appeal1 isn't  for  drastic  cuts  but  for  top  feeding  efficiency.  First  con- 
sideration, Jones  points  out,  should  go.  to  egg  and  milk  production  and  then  to  the 
production  of  every  pound  of  neat  that  the  remaining  feed  supply  will  permit. 

While  it  is  apparent  that  the  remaining  feed  supply  will  not  permit  continuing 
the  large  yearly  increases  of  the  past  few  years  in  hogs,  the  WFA  Administrator  _ 
points  out  that  it  will  permit  maintaining  hog  production  at  the  high  1942  level 
which  was  nearly  52  percent  above  the  1935-39  level.    He  also  points  out  that  tnere 
is  enough  feed  to  feed  about  as  many  cattle  as  were  fed  last  year. 

The  Far  Food  Administrator  is  placing  heavy  emphasis  on  the  job  of  managing  our 
feed  supply  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  llation  by  conserving  feed  and  securing  the 
best  possible  results  from  feeding. 

DID  YOU  KITOVY? 

Value  of  the  U.S.  corn  crop  last  year  was  more  than  our  entire  wheat  crop  plus 
our  entire  cotton  crop  including  cotton  seed,  plus  all  our  sorghums  for  grain  and 
forage    plus  all  of  our  barley  and  rye.     Last  year,  450  years  after  Columbus  dis- 
covered America  and  Indian  com,  farmers  of  America  harvested  3  billion  bushels  of 
corn. 

POST-WAR  TlilBZR  OUTLOOK 

Future  timber  requirements  of  the  Nation  are  now  estimated  at  21  billion  cubic 
feet  os  compared  with  current  Wartime  consumption  and  losses  of  somewhat  less  than 
17  billion  cubic  feet  per  year,  according  to  Lylc  F.  Watts,  USDA" Forest  Service 
Chief.    For  the  period  immediately  following  the  war,  said  Watts,  reconstruction  rc- 
auirements  abroad 'hold  promise  of  greatly  increased  export  markets.,  and  adds  that_ 
the  Nation  a-pecrs  to  be    entering  upon  a  new  err.  of  wood  with  many  new  uses  opening 
up  and  new  techniques  developing  t0    <n»ble  wood  to  hold  its  own  in  competition  with 
other  building  materials. 

BRIEFS 

-17FA  has  announced  that  its  Food  Distribution  Office  expects  to  purchase  about 
332,000  bales  of  raw  cotton  on  the  open  market  for  shipment  to  our  allies.  Purchase 
announcements  have  been  sent  to  the  trade,  and  bidders  have  been  requested  to  submit 
offers  with  acceptance  schedules  on  or  before  February  15. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Plant  quarantine  inspectors,  with  the  job  of  guarding  the  country  against  intro- 
duction of "insect  pests  and  plant  diseases    continue  their  warnings  that  plant  mater- 
ial  used  in  packing  may  carry  pests,  and  request  receivers  to  burn  any  packing  mater- 
ial that  comes  with  gifts  from  soldiers  abroad. 

;Js     ?}£     #     t[s    5}c  * 

The  Rural  Electrification  Administration  is  now  serving  more  than  one  million  con- 
sumers.   REA  passed  the  million  mark  in  consumers  served  last  year,  although  expan- 
•  sion  was  sharply  curbed  by  war  conditions  which  permitted  only  60,S2'8  new  consumers 
to  be  connected  for  a  to  1*1  of  1,041,821, 


If  you're  making  plans  for  your  first  small  home  poultry  flock  -  a  good  way  to  raise 
part  of  the  family  food  in  1944  -  USDA  poultry  specialists  advise  "the  purchase  of 
"started  chickens"  or  pullets  rather  than  day-old  baby  chicks.    For  the  first  few 
days    they  say,  the  handling  of  baby  chicks  in  a  brooder  is  a  job  that  calls  for 
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careful  management,-  better  done  by  experienced  commercial  poultrymen  or  farm 

families  who  have  hPd  success.:  in  the  past. 

*n  a  nove  to  create  larger  sales  of  unrationcd  and  low-point  foods,  the  Govern- 
ment is  asking  independent  food  stores,  super -markets ,  food  chains,  hotels  and 
restaurants  to  support  a  nationwide  drive  under  the  banner  of  "Ho-Point-Low-  Point 
r  oods  . 


WFA  reports,  that  buyers  are  moving  Ho.  1  .otatoes  out  of  storage  faster  than 
other  grades;  bhdt  a  balanced  movement  of  all  grades  must  be  maintained  before  the 
new  crop  is  on  the  market..  '        -  : 


The  Treasury  Department  is  urging  farmers  to  invest  more  money  in  the  "G"  series 
War  Savings -Bonds.    Unlike  the  »E"-or  "regular"  war  bonds,  the  "G    bond  is  a  curren? 
income  bond,  paying  Z\  per  annum  interest  se:.ii -annually  from  the  date  of  purchase. 
Tnero's  a  check  every  six  months  from  a  " '-"  bond.  ' 


*  *  * 


After' the  war  when  labor  and  material  will  be  available  for  manufacturing  feez- 
ing units,, quick-freezing  should  take  the  place  of  some  of  the  Canning  for  farm 
women,  according  to  Dr.  Louise  Stanley  of  the  USD;.  Agricultural  Research  Adni-istra- 
ti  on . 


Under  permission-to-market  plans  on  hogs  in  operation  at  Sioux  City,  South  Ct. 
,-au.l,  and  Chicago,  a  hog  marketing  corammttee  at  the  terminal  market  determines  the 
number  of  hogs  that  can  bo  handled  from  day  to  day,  the  number  is  allocated  a-ione 
commission  finis,  and  the  commission  men  arrange  with  shippers  to  send  in  only  the 
number  of  hogs  that  the  commission  houses  can  sell  under  the  allocation. 

JAITUARY  OILSEED  i-SAL  AiD  CAKE  ALIXXATIOP 

A  total  of  124  carloads  of    oilseed  meal  -nd. cake,  was  allocated -to  -New  'lexico 
for  the  month  of  January,  and  distrubted  through  the  State  AAA  Committee,  according 
to  Pred  L.O'Cheskey,  State  AAA  Chairman.     Orders  on  this  meal  and  cake  were  issued 
primarily  to  the  Northeastern  section  of  the  State. 

Hie  allocation  is  from  the  amount  set  aside  by  the  War  Food  Administration  for 
distribution  through  AAA  to  critical  areas. 

"I  should  like  to  remind  farmers  and  ranchers  that  they  should  fill  their  needs 
whenever  it  is  possible  from  the  80  percent  of  the  meal  and  cake  that  remains  under 
the  control  of  the  bills'',     O'Cheskey  said*     "To  obtain  meal  or  cake  directly  from 
the  mills,  it  is  necessary  only  to  have  a  purchase  certificate  from  the  County  AAA 
Office."  "  "  J 


The  February  allocation  is  expected  in  "the  State  AAA  Office  some  time  this  week. 


